
��������� �

����������	
�� �

	
�����
�����
�
������������
����
������������
���� �

 

������������������������
���
����������� �!�"�#���$�%���&�

 

Beth Chai’s Program Committee is scheduled to meet on Sunday, July 
1 to talk about topics for our Adult Education series and Shabbat pro-
grams for the 2007-08 year. All interested are invited to attend the dis-
cussion and encouraged to bring their ideas. The meeting will start at 4 
PM and take place at the home of Ken Jacobson and Mary Ellen Pet-
risko, 8214 Queen Anne’s Dr. in Silver Spring. 
 

Among the proposals for Adult Ed series that have been discussed in 
the past, but for which there hasn’t yet been time, are a look at the re-
alities of Jewish life in Muslim lands at different historical periods and 
an exploration of the nature of obligation and the roots of guilt in Jew-
ish religion and culture. New ideas to be considered this year are exam-
ining Jewish attitudes toward intermarriage through the ages – all the 
way from the contrasting views seen in the Books of Ezra and Ruth to 
the treatment of interfaith households in mainstream Judaism today – 
and mining classical Jewish texts for conceptions of human develop-
ment and even assumptions about raising children. 
 

When it comes to Shabbat programs, we’ve had great fun the past cou-
ple of years with bagel and kosher wine tastings, as well as instruction 
in Israeli folk dancing, and we’re looking for suggestions for other 
such participatory activities. Similarly, Beth Chai members have given 
talks based in areas of personal expertise from Winston Churchill’s 
involvement in the Middle 
East to East European 
synagogue architecture to 
the Holocaust, and we are 
hoping others with a store 
of knowledge and a will-
ingness to share it will 
come forward.  
 

So please mark the date, 
time, and place in your 
calendar. And if, for what-
ever reason, you won’t be 
able to make it, please 
email your suggestions to 
kenjacobson@hotmail.com 
anytime in June for consid-
eration at the meeting. 
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Beth Chai elected a new president, An-
drew Strongin, and seven new board mem-
bers at its annual general meeting on May 
20. Since terms ended last month for only 
two members, the board’s size jumps to 13 
this year from the previous eight, with 
more of the congregation’s responsibilities 
and activities represented at board level. 
 

First-time board members are: Susan 
Stewart, who will serve as chair of the 
Family School after many years teaching 
in it; Julie Vigdor, who, having assembled 
and circulated Beth Chai’s weekly email 
bulletin for the past year, becomes chair of 
Communications; Pat Lovenhart, whose 
BC auction donation was to volunteer to 
take over as treasurer; and Marji Ross and  
 

(continued on Page 3) 
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Position Name (* = Board Member) Telephone Email 
Rabbi Dr. Arthur Blecher 202-462-5448 ablecher@starpower.net 
Education Director Rain Zohav 301-294-8849 rainzohav@earthlink.net 
President Andrew Strongin* 301-585-4428 astrongin@starpower.net 
Vice President David Elfin* 301-320-5646 ElfinD@verizon.net 
Secretary/Past President Deborah Signer Balaschak* 301-897-4909 balasig@verizon.net 
Treasurer Pat Lovenhart* 703-698-5012 pat@lovenhart.com 
Community Building Chair Shannon Rudisill* 703-752-5809 JMG_SLR@hotmail.com 
Family School Chair Susan Stewart* 703-288-6533 SStew@aol.com 
Fundraising Chair Ron Leve* 202-496-9292 theron@comcast.net 
Liturgy Chair Rob Weinstein* 301-215-6445 crobnlynn@earthlink.net 
Membership Co-Chair Reed Dewey* 301-718-0262 reed-dewey@verizon.net 
Membership Co-Chair Julie Zalkind 703-522-1023 juliehz@erols.com 
Music Chair Marji Ross* 703-917-0590 mross@eaglepub.com 
Program Co-Chair Ken Jacobson 301-920-2094 kenjacobson@hotmail.com 
Program Co-Chair Mike Wexler* 202-237-1216 ela.mike@verizon.net 
Social Action Chair Howie Feinstein* 301-564-9482 khfeinstein@us.net 
Tot Shabbat Coordinator Joe Gitchell 301-656-6124 jgitchel@pinneyassociates.com 
Bookkeeper/Accounts Payable Diane Page 703-534-5839 dmpage1@comcast.net 
Correspondent Elizabeth Mumford 301-656-6124 eam222@verizon.net 
Communications Chair Julie Vigdor* 202-537-1001 julievigdor@yahoo.com 
Newsletter Editor (Text) (vacant)   
Newsletter Editor (Layout) Walter Scott 301-294-8849 walter_scott@mindspring.com 
Parent Council Coordinator Lisa Spain 240-632-9239 pansi1213@yahoo.com 
Sunday School Volunteer Coordinator Lynn Weinstein 301-215-6445 crobnlynn@earthlink.net 
Webmaster Jules Aronson 301-229-9239 jparonson@speakeasy.net 

Beth Chai Web Site 
Beth Chai Answering Service/
Email 

301-229-7400 
www.bethchai.org; 
info@bethchai.org 
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�� Justin Sturm, the son of Russell and Michele Sturm, will 

have his Bar Mitzvah ceremony on June 23 at River 
Road Unitarian Church. The congregation is invited to 
attend the service, which is to begin at 10:30 AM, and to 
join the family for Kiddush afterwards. 

 
�� The Bat Mitzvah ceremony of Rachel Wallick, which 

some in the congregation may have noted down for June 
30, has been definitively scheduled for October 27. 
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…to Beth Chai member and artist Joyce Ellen Weinstein, 
who was recently chosen by the Fulbright Foundation to re-
ceive a Senior Specialist Grant. The award will support two 
six-week study periods over the next five years. Joyce hopes  

to continue research into the wooden synagogues of 
Lithuania that she discussed at a Beth Chai’s February 
Shabbat; to this end, she will now identify a host insti-
tution with which to develop her grant project.  
 

Work she has already done that is based on this re-
search can be viewed on her Web site, 
www.joyceellenweinstein.com. 
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…to the Meadow family – Cheryl, Zoe, Merrill, and 
Gabe – who are moving this month to Lexington, 
Mass. It’s a sad announcement, as we have all appreci-
ated and enjoyed Cheryl and Zoe's lively participation 
in Beth Chai activities – and we know for a fact that 
voracious readers Merrill and Gabe contributed in 
large measure to the November Book Sale's prof-
its. We wish them all the best! 
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A picture of shtetl life that is highly sentimentalized, as discussed in last month’s column, provides 
an image of their ancestors that American Jews find comfortably recognizable. In contrast, the Jews 
of earlier ages would barely be recognizable at all today, so different from ours was the world of ancient Canaan or even 
the society of Judea during the period of the Talmud. At one time, Jews believed in supernatural realms and resorted to 
magical powers, but today they depend upon reason to understand life on earth. There is no history of any great schism 
within Judaism about the nature of truth; there was no day upon which Satan and Heaven and Hell were officially re-
nounced. Over time, Jews simply shifted from sorcery to science as their preferred method of figuring out how the world 
works. 
 

American rabbis and scholars have suppressed a great deal of information about ancient Jewish society. They are embar-
rassed by their ancestors’ belief in magic and divination, and they simply do not trust the public to sort out for them-
selves Jewish theories about the afterlife or the forces of evil. American Jews are complicit in this sanitizing of Jewish 
history. The myth that the Jews of ancient times were as rational and scientific as people are today creates the impression 
of ancestors whose thinking was similar to that of modern American Jews. It’s easier to revere ancient sages who spent 
their days discussing moral values and principles of Jewish law than ancestors who routinely pronounced incantations to 
ward off witchcraft. The myth that Judaism was founded by rational people helps to preserve a notion of the sacredness 
of its ancestral generations. 
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(continued from front page) 
 

Reed Dewey, respectively the incumbent Music chair and Member-
ship co-chair, who retain their functions as they step up to board 
level.  
 

Returning to the board after absences are new Vice President David 
Elfin, a past Communications chair, and Community Building 
Chair Shannon Rudisill, who several years back served as co-chair 
of Social Action. 
 

Remaining on the board but changing jobs will be Deborah Balas-
chak, who assumes the post of secretary/past president after one 
year as co-president and a second as president; Strongin, who takes 
the reins from Balaschak while relinquishing the co-chairmanship 
of Programs; and Mike Wexler, who fills Strongin’s old position at 
Programs as he steps down from the vice presidency. Staying in 
place will be Social Action Chair Howie Feinstein, Fundraising 
Chair Ron Leve, and Liturgy Chair Rob Weinstein. [Please see the 
updated Beth Chai Directory on page 2.] 
 

The congregation’s heartfelt thanks go to the two departing board 
members, Suzanne Greenfield, who served this past year as secre-
tary/past president after two years as co-president, and Ilene Sokol-
sky, who handled the treasurer’s responsibilities for two years. 
 

The board would like to restate that its monthly meetings are open 
to all Beth Chai members, whom it encourages both to attend and 
otherwise to play an active role in congregational affairs. 
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The clean-up activity at Sligo Creek in Silver 
Spring that was part of this spring's Commu-
nity Workday plans was literally washed out, 
but it’s been rescheduled. Not ones to be 
thwarted by a little – or a lot – of precipita-
tion, we held on to the gardening gloves and 
trash bags obtained from the volunteer office 
of the Maryland-National Capital Parks and 
Planning Commission, and all will have a 
chance to put them to use between 10:30 AM 
and noon on Sunday, August 5 – and to par-
take of a potluck picnic afterward. 
 

We hope that the congregation’s many envi-
ronmentally aware members will participate 
in this rescheduled opportunity to make one 
corner of Silver Spring a little brighter while 
enjoying the company of their Beth Chai 
friends. Mary Ellen Petrisko, who is coordi-
nating the event, will announce further de-
tails via the weekly email. 
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The Beth Chai Family School is now out for summer vacation. This has been a year of growth for us 
in many ways. We loved meeting the new families that have joined. We found talented new teachers, 
many of whom came to us with experience at summer camps or in other teaching environments. 
 

We benefited tremendously from a grant awarded under the I.C.E. (Initiatives in Congregational Education) program of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington. Focused on the theme of “Community Building through the Arts,” this 
grant helped fund two sessions led by artist Marilyn Banner during which students and their parents collaborated on fam-
ily collages; a morning of making Seder plates, Kiddush cups, and Miriam’s cups; and April’s retreat. All of these pro-
grams were Beth Chai firsts: It was the first time we had had a professional artist working with our families, the first 
time our students had made a ritual object of lasting value that they could use in their homes, and the first time members 
had joined together for a congregational overnight. 
 

For me, the most poignant of the family collages was one entitled: “I Wish I Knew Them.” The student who made it had 
brought in pictures of ancestors she had not had a chance to meet. It brought home to me the importance of telling our 
family stories and our family histories as part of the larger Jewish family and American family story. 
 

Many member families said they would use the ceramic plates and cups the students had crafted at their home Seders. I 
hope these objects were enjoyed and appreciated, and that they added a personal connection to the holiday for our stu-
dents. The students’ concentration as they worked on their ceramics was wonderful to behold. Even the pre-schoolers 
spent about 45 minutes on this project. 
 

We are looking to have a more active Parents’ Council next year to act as a sounding board for ideas, give feedback from 
the parent’s perspective, help set policy, and provide back-up support when needs arise suddenly. If you would be will-
ing to serve on this committee, please get word either to me or to its chair, Susan Stewart. The Parents’ Council is espe-
cially in need of parents who have students in the higher grades. 
 

And speaking of next year, these are 
the teachers that we are so glad will 
be returning to Beth Chai Family 
School: Ophra Paul, Hebrew; Philip 
Resnik, music; Beth Magid, inclu-
sion aide; Jackie Hess, who, ending 
a two-year sabbatical, will teach 
fourth grade; Lonny Moses, fifth 
grade; Danielle Lipman, Mitzvah 
class; and Dave Trachenberg, Mitz-
vah class and post-Mitzvah class. As 
of this writing, we are waiting to 
hear from Rella Kaplowitz. I have 
several interviews set up for pro-
spective teachers – but any who feel 
you might be interested, please let me 
know. And all please spread the word 
that we need a few more teachers. 
 

In conclusion, there are many thank-yous owed. They go, for starters: 
 

�� to all you parents, who bring your kids to school on Sundays, volunteer in the school, and value a Jewish educa-
tion for your children and yourselves; 

�� to the students themselves, who deserve one for being caring and eager to learn; 
�� to Lynn Weinstein, who has served as volunteer co-coordinator for the last two years (a huge one); 
 

(continued on following page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
 

�� to the Program Committee for providing such lively Adult Education for all; and 
�� to the adults who took over some of the  maintenance tasks this year. (Everything is noticed and appreciated! 

You know who you are.) 
 

Plus, there is a whole crew of people who have made teacher raises and bonuses possible: the members of the Fundrais-
ing and Auction Committees. Their efforts have made such a difference for our congregation and our school – enabling 
us, among other things, to avoid both tuition and dues increases for the third year in a row! So, many thanks to Ron Leve 
for his vigorous and enthusiastic leadership, as well as to Julie Zalkind, Rachel Feldman, and Miriam Meyer, all of 
whom worked tirelessly to ensure success. 
 

I would also like to thank the Beth Chai Board for its continued support of the school. It is a great pleasure to see new 
people take on major responsibilities despite their busy lives in order to contribute to the congregation and school. We 
have such an inspiring spirit of volunteerism in this congregation! 
 

I believe that I thanked all our teachers last month, but one can never thank teachers too much for providing the engag-
ing, meaningful, and fun learning activities that our students need. We couldn’t have a school without you! 
 

Please do turn in your school registrations during the summer so that I can plan for the right amount of classes, teachers, 
and supplies. If you register by June 30, we will waive the registration fee. I will be working most of the summer to get 
ready for next year – ordering supplies, revising the curriculum, and so on – so if you have any questions or ideas before 
school starts, please feel free to contact me.  
 
Thanks so much. Have a great summer! 
�
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Beth Chai Fundraising Seeks New Directions 
 

Unless you’ve been far away, you know that Beth Chai has just completed a very successful auction and that, for the 
second year in a row, we raised $15,000 for our treasury. By providing a budgetary cushion, this significant chunk of 
change has helped us to maintain our dues at a very reasonable level. Also made easier was the purchase this school 
year of a digital projector, DVD player, and projection screen that not only are useful for the school, but also have 
enabled us to support Adult Education and Shabbat presentations that included computer-based material. 
 

We don’t envision undertaking any of the hard-sell fundraising techniques that many of us have experienced in other 
organizations, Jewish and otherwise. This is a bedrock principle of Beth Chai and one of the reasons that many of us 
find ourselves comfortable here. When fundraising was discussed at a recent Board meeting, investigation of further 
activities was agreed to – as long as they continue to be “ingenious” in conception. Our goal, as some put it, is to pro-
vide folks with occasions to make donations in ways they find comfortable, even enjoyable. We’ve located several 
“micro” payment opportunities that would bring us small sums. One idea is to make a bequest to Beth Chai in one’s 
will, something I intend to do personally. In the eyes of this fundraising chairman, new approaches should not be 
labor intensive to implement.   
 

So, do you have any ingenious ideas for us to consider? Would you like to participate in a brainstorming session on 
fundraising that will take place in the near future? If the answer to either of these questions is yes, please contact Ron 
Leve, at 202-496-9292 or TheRon@comcast.net. 
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Spring is a time of new beginnings, and as you read this, a new president is embarking on the adventure of leading 
Beth Chai. The past two years have sure gone quickly! (How did that happen?) When I think about Beth Chai during 
this time, I think of an ever-growing circle of folks gathering for Adult Ed, bagels, and coffee; of our lively Sunday 
School, with its new Rising Mitzvah and post-Mitzvah classes; of our warm and friendly family Shabbats – my kids 
now old enough to light the candles safely; of Megillah readings and Havdalah potluck parties; of the inauguration 
this year of regular Tot Shabbats for our many families with young children; and of the stream of lovely and talented 
young people becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. I’m thrilled by all of this, and by the movement toward more music 
in our services and activities – Klezmer and cantors and song-leaders – and by new congregational events such as 
the April retreat. For someone who never even belonged to a congregation growing up, this has been heady stuff! 
 
In many ways, the best part about being president was getting to know Beth Chai so much better, and from so many 
different directions: Art, Rain, members of the board, the newsletter team, new members, longtime members, chil-
dren, teachers – everyone’s passions and concerns, agreements and disagreements. Everyone cares so much! And 
this is as it should be. Beth Chai is a participatory congregation; we all make it happen. We could not be what we 
are as a community without each of you helping, caring, singing, cooking, hosting, volunteering, and contributing 
from your interests and strengths and dedication. Thanks to you all for being who you are – and for making Beth 
Chai the home for me and my family that it has become. And special thanks to Art, Rain, and members of the board 
over the past two years, who have made my job easier, and a pleasure as well as a responsibility. Finally, I am in-
debted to my former and current co-leaders, Suzanne Greenfield and Mike Wexler, for all their wise and practical 
advice, actions, and support this past year or two. I wish everyone a great summer and a great year ahead!  
 

� � � � � � � � ����������	����
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If you haven’t spoken to someone who took part in the Beth Chai retreat, you should not fail to do so. The setting was 
idyllic: woods in the first green of spring. The weather, although a bit chilly on Saturday evening, became sunny and 
warm on Sunday – and after such cold the week before! And the community spirit was phenomenal. 
 

Everyone pitched in and helped. Preparing our own meals meant that we had a flexible time schedule, enjoyed delicious, 
healthy food, and cut our costs in half while getting to feel like a kibbutzniks for 24 hours. The robust turnout required 
that cabins be shared, but everything worked out well, everyone left happy, and all agreed it was the most luxurious 
camping trip we had ever been on.  
 

Lisa Baydush, whom many knew from previous Beth Chai events, led music for the Havdalah service and a sing-along 
afterwards. BC member Reed Dewey and Sunday school teacher Lonny Moses carried on until midnight, playing old 
and new favorites. Folks lit a fire, brought the makings of s’mores, and sat up singing and chatting for hours. 
 

The children made Havdalah spice bags for all, hiked in the woods, played all kinds of games, and generally had a good 
time. It was wonderful to see how, by Sunday afternoon, they were able to sit peacefully and play card games more or 
less on their own – across grade levels, across genders, watched over by a couple of volunteers – while most of the adults 
hiked and I took a nap. 
 

I enjoyed sharing Israeli poems about Jerusalem and Tel Aviv in our Sunday-morning Adult Education session and hear-
ing all the insights that the participants shared. Our two staff members – Rachel Lobel joining Lonny – just fit in seam-
lessly, contributing far more than I had asked of them. The older girls enjoyed having a cabin to themselves under Ra-
chel’s supervision, and several of them helped out by babysitting and assisting with the group of younger kids.  
 

This so far exceeded my goals of community building, spending some Shabbat time together, and learning a bit about 
Israel that I went home on Cloud Nine. As I read the evaluations, I saw that everyone else felt the same as I did. We will 
definitely attempt to do this again next year. 
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Beth Chai Congregation 
River Road U.C. 
6301 River Road 
Bethesda, MD 20817 

Address Correction Requested 
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Sat. June 23 at 10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Justin Sturm, the son of Russell 
and Michele Sturm. The congregation is invited 
to attend the service and to join the family for 
Kiddush afterwards. 

Beth Chai Congregation at RRUC 6301 
River Rd., Bethesda, MD (entrance to 
parking lot on Whittier) 

Sun. June 24 from 7-9 pm Beth Chai board meeting. All interested mem-
bers are welcome to attend. 

Home of Deborah and Mark Balaschak. 
To RSVP and get directions, email  
balasig@verizon.net or call (301) 897-
4909. 

Sun. July 1 at 4 pm Program Committee Meeting to discuss the 
2006-07 year. See front page article. 

Home of Ken Jacobson and Mary Ellen 
Petrisko, 8214 Queen Anne’s Dr. in 
Silver Spring. 

 Have a great summer and watch for Beth Chai 
emails and the summer newsletter! 

  

Answering service:  301-229-7400 
Email:  info@bethchai.org 
Website:  www.bethchai.org 
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