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Adult Education for March

March 9: Taking Stock of Israel at 60 — Part I.In a se- March 16: Purim Special: Jewish ldeas of Miscon-
ries of programs honoring the®@&nniversary of Israel’s duct. Secular American Jews are likely to have assimi-
statehood, we will look at some aspects of its lated taboos surrounding such things as curs-
history and culture that tend to be obscured _ ing, scatology, and sexuality that are current
the headlines — but that may well help put th in the majority (Christian) culture. But where
headlines into sharper focus. The first of thes does Jewish tradition, influenced by the
sessions, which are to run through April, wil unique vision and priorities of Jewish law,

be led by Israeli anthropologist Naomi Gale, e E—] place the limits of acceptable behavior? And
this year's Schusterman visiting professor at how have these limits changed with the

American University’s Center for Israeli Stud times?

les. Among th_e topics to be consi(_jered during _ In our abbreviated Purim session of Adult Ed (1315
the SEries are. the recent reappralsal' Qf Israarly his- noon), Rabbi Art Blecher will lead a discussiorttodse
tory and its impact on the current political deb#te evo- questions, topping it off with some examples diiat
lution of the definition of diversity in the Israelontext day risqué Jewish humor frorreeb magazine

and c_)f Israelis’ attltgdes towa’rd the Jev_wsh uqltha"d www.Jewcy.comand other sources. In the holiday’s
the history of American Jews’ bonds W'th' z_attltudia}s . spirit of misbehaviorthis session will be ADULTS
ward, and support for Israel. For a descriptiotheftopic ONLY

March Shabbat Program: Features of Israeli Life — The Material Culture of
Ancient Israel: Visualizing the Scene at the Tabernacle

Friday, March 7. Beth Chai’s education director and resident rabhlrstudent, Rain Zohav, will conduct a visual and
literary tour of Israel’s first sanctuary as shieegup the Torah portion for the week, which déssithe building of the
Tabernacle (Mishkan) and the sacred attire of thests. Rain will provide illustrations to intrig@ad delight students
of architecture and couture — and perhaps to iegame costumes for the Purim party on March 16iewliscussing
selected passages of the text from traditionalptical, and analytical points of view. For thageo'd like to sneak a
preview, the parsha, known as Pekuda, runs frond&x88:21 through the end of the book (Exodus 40:38

Schedule
6:30-7 pm: Tot Shabbat.

7-8 pm: A light supper costing $10 per person (post-mitzaad older) and $5/child (ages 6 to 12) will biecset buffet
style at 7. Those wishing to join in are askedda sip by contacting Ron Leve before noon on Thays#larch 6, ei-
ther by email at TheRon@comcast.net or by pho202#496-9292.

8-8:30 pm: Beth Chai's Shabbat service, which features a Inistia Kiddush, singing, thought-
provoking readings, and roles for children wishiogparticipate, begins at around 8.

8:30-9:45 pm:Baubles, bangles, and beads.

Location of all Beth Chai Shabbatgunless otherwise indicated): Beth Chai Congregadi
River Road Unitarian Universalist CongregationeBide Room (second floor), 6301 River Rd
(entrance on Whittier Blvd.), Bethesda.
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Beth Chai

Beth Chai Directory

Position

Rabbi

Education Director
President

Vice President
Secretary/Past President
Treasurer
Communications Chair
Community Building Chair
Family School Chair
Fundraising Chair

Liturgy Chair

Membership Co-Chair
Membership Co-Chair
Music Chair

Program Co-Chair
Program Co-Chair

Social Action Chair

Tot Shabbat Coordinator
Bookkeeper/Accounts Payable
Correspondent

Newsletter Editor (text)
Newsletter Editor (layout)
Parent Council Coordinator
Sunday School Volunteer Coordinator
Website Content Manager

Beth Chai Web Site

Name (* = Board Member)

Dr. Arthur Blecher
Rain Zohav

Andrew Strongin*
David Elfin*
Deborah Signer Balaschak*

Pat Lovenhart*

Julie Vigdor*
Shannon Rudisill*
Susan Stewart*
Ron Leve*

Rob Weinstein*
Reed Dewey*
Julie Zalkind

Marji Ross*

Ken Jacobson

Mike Wexler*

Howie Feinstein*
Joe Gitchell
Diane Page

Elizabeth Mumford

Julie Vigdor

Judy Gordon
Susan Stewart
Phyllis Kristal
Mary Jo Shapiro

Beth Chai Answering Service/Emai

Email
ablecher@starpower.net
rainzohav@earthligk.n
astrongin@starpower.net

ElfinD@verizon.net
balasig@verizon.net
pat@lovenhart.com
julievigdor@yahoom
JMG_SLR@mail.com
ssstew@aol.com
theron@comcast.net
crobnlynn@earthlinktne
reed-dewey@verign.
juliehz@erols.com
mross@eaglepub.com
kenjacobson@hotimail.c
ela.mike@verizon.net
khfeinstein@iwen.net
joitchel@pirassociates.com
dmpagel@sbmet
eam222@verizon.net
julievigdor@lyoo.com
justplus3@cast.net
ssstewa@maol|
Kristal@fr.com
Mjhshapdbeti@yahoo.com

www.bethchai.ondo@bethchai.org

Financial Need Policy: Beth Chai welcomes anyone to attend services, become a member, or have their children attend
our Jewish Family School, regardless of ability to pay. Considerations available include extended payment plans, service
exchange, and fee reduction. Financial aid determination will be made on a case by case basis. Please contact Pat Loven-

hart, Treasurer, for assistance.

Beth Chai Chooses the Best Bagels

A panel of 13 discerning Beth Chai bagel-loverssiad
the goodies from six area bagel stores after oabSdt
service on February 8 at River Road Unitarian Urgakst
Congregation.

Bethesda Bagels, our longtime supplier for Sundayn-
ing bagel bites, was judged the winner with 113f 1
munchers rating it among their top three choiclse run-
nerup was Georgetown Bagels, which actually hadcemor
first-place votes. Columbia Bagels and Capitol'siBa-
gels and Baguettes tied for third place, edging
out Rockville's Bagel City, which oddly receivec timost
first-place votes and the most last-place votekk dlaout,
love' em or hate 'em! Bringing up the rear way'zz
which received only one top three vote with nind 8ftast-
ers rating it the worst or second-worst bagel.

Thanks to all of those who participated and ate¢Hergood
of Beth Chai and mankind's quest for knowledge. :)

-
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Help
want ed

Help Wanted: Beth Chai

Newsletter Editor

Beth Chai’'s newsletter needs a layout editor fer th
2008-2009 school year. This is a great volunteer
opportunity for anyone with an interest in commun
cating through print media — regardless of their e
perience in this area. The time commitment is bjou
6 hours per month.

If you're interested, please contact Julie Vigdor a
202-537-1001 (julievigdor@yahoo.com) or Judy
Gordon at 301-415-5913 (justplus3@comaceet).




Beth Chai Page 3

Letter from the Education Director - March 2008

Dear Congregants,

We have two wonderful fun community building dayarmed for March. The first as you might
guess is our auction. Come find out what younfelBeth Chai members like to do in their spare
time, or what hidden skills they may have. As yoobably know by now, there is also a huge arrx
of concert tickets to be had, and many enticindgéissdonated by classes and members of Beth Chai.
If you are not a regular attendee of music assembadult education you may not know that our aucproceeds sup-
port our regular operating budget — allowing ukdep our dues the lowest in the region.

The other great Beth Chai event is Purim, whichmecelebrate on Sunday, March 16, from 10:00 002 We al-
ways need donations of hammantashen. If you cigniftnéhis way, please let Phyllis Krystal (Kris@fr.com) know.
Our theme this year is: Channeling our Ancestdr¢hat Would Happen if our Biblical Ancestors showgdat King
Ahasuerus’s Court? This gives all of us lots @moto express our alter egos. Are you a Queern Bsiashti? Or do
you relate better to Moses, Sarah, Jacob or pebsgeu? | will be leading a Friday evening progaamiMarch 7 deal-
ing with the building of the Tabernacles and thered attire of the high priest — perhaps you wdilkl to try your hand
at high ceremonial costume! If you are new to Betlai, please know that we really like to do Puuionbig time.
There will be prizes for all children and ADULTS whkome in costume. There will also be lots of &xtostumes for
those who do not have these kinds of things at home

Jackie Hess' % grade class will be presenting two delightful glélyat Jackie has written. There will be gamester
children run by the teachers. All students throd§lgrade need to be accompanied by an adult durisgéht of the
day. For all other adults, Art will do an adulepentation that sounds like it will fit in perfgctiith the spirit of Purim
— Jewish Ideas of Misconduct (see adult educatibd@on page 1).

We follow MCPS in our spring break, which will bin March 23 — March 30. We will resume classespril 6.
Please let your student’s teachers know if thelymat be at school any given day. Our teacheradp#s of time pre-
paring materials ahead of time and making plansedas having the majority of the students therknow that in the
spring there are many different spring breaks ¢hatreally wreak havoc with schedules. Teachenstact information
is in your Beth Chai directory.

Last, but not least — Be Happy — It's Adaglain Zohav

Save the Date! Celebrate Rabbi Blecher’s 25 Years with Beth Chai —Evening of
Sunday, May 18, 2008

For 25 years, Rabbi Art Blecher has led Beth Chti his unique style. Hallmarks of his leadersinigiude thought-
provoking teaching for students of all ages, numtuisupport for Beth Chai congregants, and a comanit to fostering
each member’s connections to Judaism. This spnatl, gather to honor these achievements and affierthanks.

A small committee is forming to plan the celebratiolf you would like to help, please contact Stam Rudisill at
slrudisill@cox.net; 703-752-5809.

Stand Up and Stand In For Darfur

The local Darfur Advocacy Committee is sponsoringegkly vigil at the Embassy of Sudan to protestghnocide in
Darfur. This takes place each Wednesday from 12RM in front of the Embassy at 2210 Massachugetsiue, just
three blocks from the Dupont Circle Metro stop.

We who live in the Washington area are both prjglé to be able to personally participate in theséepts and have a
responsibility to stand-in for the thousands elsen@hin the country who, but for distance, wouldybeteful for

the opportunity that we have. Please show youpatiby dedicating an hour for this purpose. Fothfer information
contact Ron Leve (202-496-9292, TheRon@comcast.net)



Calendar of Events

Date & Time

Event

Location

Sun., March 2;
No Music Assembly

10 - 11 AM classes for
students

10 AM- Noon Auction

Annual Beth Chai Auction

No Adult Education

Burning Tree Elementary School
7900 Beech Tree Rd., Bethesda

Fri., March 7,
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat
7 PM Light supper

8-8:30 PM Shabbat ser-
vice

Monthly Tot Shabbat and Shabbat
service, featuring Andrea Foster as
regular song leader.

Program: The Material Culture of
Ancient Israel — Visualizing the
Scene at the Tabernacle

Beth Chai Congregation at River
Road Unitarian Universalist Churgh
(RRUUC), Fireside Room on sec-
ond floor, 6301 River Rd., Be-

thesda, MD (entrance to parking Ipt

on Whittier)

Sun., March 9,
9:30 AM Assembly
10AM - Noon Classes

Sunday School, Post-Mitzvah Class
Pre-School Class;

Adult Ed: Taking Stock of Israel at
60 — Part |

; Burning Tree Elementary School
7900 Beech Tree Rd., Bethesda

Sun., March 9
7:00 PM

Board meeting. All interested mem
bers are welcome to attend.

Home of Howie and Karen Fein-
stein, 6009 Conway Road, Be-

thesda

Sun., March 16

No Music Assembly
10AM Purim Celebration
11:15 — Noon Adult Ed

Congregational Purim Celebration

Adult Ed: Jewish Ideas of Miscon-
duct (11:15 — noon only)

Burning Tree Elementary School
7900 Beech Tree Rd., Bethesda

Sun., March 23 & 30

No Sunday School — Spring Break

Beth

MO
beth chai

hal Congregation

River Road U.U.C.

6301 River Road
Bethesda, MD 20817

Answering service: 301-229-7400

Email: info@bethchai.org
Website: www.bethchai.org

Address Correction Requested




